Anterior approach to laparoscopic uterine artery ligation.
Herein is described an anterior approach to uterine artery ligation during laparoscopic myomectomy and total laparoscopic hysterectomy. The anterior leaf of the broad ligament is opened and the uterine artery is clipped lateral to its crossing over the ureter. Outcome measures were completion of the procedure laparoscopically and the need for transfusion postoperatively. Thirty-eight myomectomies and 28 difficult total laparoscopic hysterectomies (primarily uteri with large myomas) were performed, with 1 conversion to laparotomy during myomectomy and 1 during hysterectomy, and 1 transfusion after total laparoscopic hysterectomy. The anterior approach to uterine artery ligation is an alternative method for treatment of uterine artery occlusion during laparoscopic myomectomy or hysterectomy performed to treat large myomas.